
Tom Friedemann Ed.D., Superintendent Francis Tuttle Technology Cen-
ter, 2017 Board of Directors Chair Edmond Area Chamber of Commerce.
Tom first joined Francis Tuttle Technology Center in 1997, becoming Superintendent/CEO in 
2009.  Prior to that he served nineteen years in the Oklahoma Department of Career and Tech-
nology Education. During that tenure he was responsible for developing ten new career-tech 
centers throughout Oklahoma. Tom began his career as a classroom teacher of marketing 
education at Putnam City West High School. He then served as Assistant Superintendent at 
Great Plains Technology Center in Lawton, OK.

Tom has served his profession in many capacities at the state and national levels, including 
President of the National Council of Local Administrators. He is a graduate of Leadership Okla-
homa (class III), Leadership Oklahoma City, the Oklahoma Educator’s Academy, and Duke Uni-
versity’s Executive Education for Government Officials Academy. He has received numerous 
awards including being recognized by the Journal Record in 2015 as one of Oklahoma’s Most 
Admired CEOs. He received the Francis Tuttle Career Excellence Award in 2013, CareerTech’s 
highest recognition. 
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Jay Hannah, Executive Vice President for Financial Services BancFirst
Jay’s involvement in connecting business with the community goes back to his work in both 
Guthrie and Tahlequah as a bank president. In Guthrie, Jay was active in Guthrie’s historical 
preservation movement and economic development efforts.

A Citizen of the Cherokee Nation, Jay has served as the Secretary-Treasurer of the Cherokee 
Nation, Chairman of the Nation’s 1999 Constitution Convention, and as Board Chairman of 
Cherokee Nation Businesses.  He is frequent lecturer and writer on native constitutional re-
form. His publications are found in the Arizona State University Law Journal, and the Federal 
Bar Association’s symposium briefs on tribal sovereignty.

A former member of the Federal Reserve Tenth District Community Advisory Council in Kansas 
City, Jay continues to be active in a wide range of community and banking industry initiatives. 
He is an instructor at the Oklahoma Municipal Leagues’ Citizen Academy and the Northeast-
ern Oklahoma Regional Association. 

Active in issues of higher education, Jay served 20 years as a trustee for the Northeastern 
State University Foundation, Chairman of the university’s Centennial Campaign, and current-
ly serves on the President’s Advisory Council.  Jay is a graduate of the inaugural Leadership 
Oklahoma class (class I).
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Stacey Ninness, CEO Neighborhood Services Organization (NSO)
Since becoming CEO of NSO in 2005, the organization completed its first-ever capital cam-
paign making it able to build a new headquarters and dental clinic. NSO is a local nonprof-
it that transforms lives and encourages independence through safe, healthy homes, dental 
care, and nutrition.

Stacey currently serves as the vice-president of the United Way Directors Association, where 
she served as president from 2008-09. For several years, Stacey served as the Oklahoma chair 
for the Capitol Hill Day in Washington, DC, through the National Alliance to End Homeless-
ness.

Stacey has received many accolades for her accomplishments on behalf of NSO. She was rec-
ognized for the third consecutive year by the Journal Record, as an Oklahoma “Most Admired 
CEO” in the nonprofit category (2015-2015), and thereby, being inducted into the “Chain of 
Distinction.” 

The Journal Record, also named her in the “40 under 40 to watch” (2009) and “Achiever un-
der 40” (2010).  okc.BIZ named her to its “Forty under 40” list (2010). Stacey is a graduate of 
Leadership Oklahoma City (class 28).

Marion Paden, Ed.D., CEO Leadership Oklahoma
Marion has been a transformational leader in a number of her professional and civic endeav-
ors. As only the second woman to be elected president of the Oklahoma City Downtown 
Rotary Club, she grew it into the largest Rotary chapter in the world. 

Community involvement has been a hallmark of her career, serving on boards of directors for 
organizations such as the American Red Cross, the Christmas Connection, and the Salvation 
Army. Marion is a graduate of Leadership Oklahoma (class XXI). In testimony of her civic lead-
ership, Marion is honored as a member of Oklahoma Women’s Hall of Fame, Oklahoma City 
University’s Dulaney-Browne Library Society, the Women in Communications By-liner Award 
for Education, and into the Journal Record Circle of Excellence. 

Prior to being named CEO for Leadership Oklahoma, Marion served as the vice-president for 
enrollment and student services at Oklahoma City Community College.

John Wood, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Political Science and Public Ad-
ministration, University of Central Oklahoma, Guthrie City Councilman and 
Vice-mayor
John is completing an eight-year tenure as a city councilman in Guthrie, OK, serving as 
vice-mayor the past four years. Beyond Guthrie City council, John formerly served as the Guth-
rie Noon Lions President, and he co-founded the First Capitol Neighborhood Solutions. He 
also served on the Oklahoma Common Cause board for more than 7 years.

John is also a military veteran. A Gulf War vet with the USMC, he served for 8 years, entering 
as a private and completing his service as a lieutenant. 

John’s educational experience includes teaching at Rose State College for nine years. He was 
honored in 2014 with Rose State’s top teaching award, “Excellence in Teaching.”  He also has 
received numerous other teaching awards, including the UCO Liberal Arts New Faculty of the 
Year award 2016. He also had served on numerous professional boards and committees, and 
has many contributions to publications to his credit.
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